NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATES

e The Community Assembly will meet at 5:30 p.m.
today at Spokane City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd.

(509) 755-2489

e The North Indian Tra|I Neighborhood Council

will not meet.

o The CA Liaison Committee will meet 2 p.m.-
Tuesday at Tom Sawyer Country Coffee, 608 N. Maple
St. Contact chair Paul Kropp at pkropp@fastmail.fm.

e The Public Safety Committee will meet at 3:30 °
p.m. Tuesday at YMICA of the Inland Northwest
Corporate Office, 1126 N. Monroe St. Contact Julie
Banks at JBanks@ymcaspokane.org.

o The West Hills Neighborhood Council will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at Finch Arboretum, 3404 W.
Woodland Blvd. Contact chair Karen Carlberg at

karencarlberg@comcast.net.

e The Emerson-Garfield Neighborhood Council
will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday at Corbin Senior
Activity Center, 827 W. Cleveland Ave. Contact
co-chair Taylor Phillips, at chair@emersongarfield.org.

e The West Central Neighborhood Council will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the West Central .
Community Center, 1603 N. Belt St. Contact chair
Elizabeth Marlin at wene.chair@gmail.com. '

e The Grandview-Thorpe Neighborhood Council
will meet 7 p.m. Wednesday at Canyon Bluffs
Clubhouse, 2610 W. Westwood Lane. Contact Joy
Sheikh at msariel@hotmail.com.

o The Nevada Heights Neighborhood Council will
meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Neva-Wood COPS
shop, 4707 N. Addison St. Contact chair Mindy Muglia
at nevadaheightsnc@gmail.com or the council the shop

(509) 489-2099.

e The Bemiss Neighborhood Council will meet at 6
p.m. Dec. 12 at the Northeast Community Center, 4001 .
N. Cook St. Contact co-chairs Marlene Maurer at
bemissneighborhood @gmail.com or (509) 484-7389
and Donna Fagan at donnaf34@gma11 com or (509)

475-2180.

e The North Hill Neighborhood Council will meet
6:30 p.m. Dec. 12 at Gathering House, 733 W. Garland
-Ave. Contact chair Dan Brown at pianola@cet. com or

(509) 981-7066.

e The Manito-Cannon Hill Nelghborhood Council
will meet 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12 at Camp Wilson, 3612 S.
Grand Blvd. Contact interim chair, Mary Winkes at

mmespo@yahoo.com.

e The Five Mile Neighborhood Council will meet at
6:45 p.m. Dec. 12 at Five Mile Prairie School, 8621 N.
Five Mile Road. (509) 465-4627. Contact cha1r Craig
Busch at cmybusch@gmail.com.

e The Minnehaha Neighborhood Councﬂ will meet
7 p.m. Dec. 12 at Cooper Elementary School, 3200 N.
Ferrall St. Contact chair Tim Benn at
chair.minnehaha@gmail.com.

To share news that’s important to your neighborhood,

email voice@spokesman.com.
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German society celebrates
historic landmark status

Deutsches Haus first in new category of Spokane Register

By Nina Culver
FOR THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEW

A crowd of German

| American Society

members gathered
Sunday to mark the
inelusion of their
building, Deutsches Haus,
on the Spokane Register

.of Historic Places.

‘The building at 25 W.
Third Ave. in downtown
Spokane has also been
known as Turner Hall
since it was built in 1897.
It was briefly renamed
Liberty Hall during World
War IT as members

~ sought to distance

themselves from
Germany. -

Club president Karin
King'spearheaded the
effort to recognize the
building, which has been
in continuous use by the

‘society since it was built.

“It has been quite a
job,” King said. “It took a

long struggle to getitall

done.”
Many of the pe’Ople
who came'to Sunday’s

ceremony greeted each

other in German. The
Concordia Choir sang

_songs in German and

English, and people
snacked on German
cookies and cakes.

Megan Duvall of the
Spokane Historic
Preservation Office said
the building has had so
many additions, changes
and alterations over the
years that it wouldn’t
have qualified for the
historic register normally.
However, the city created
a new category in 2018,
Category E, for properties
with cultural significance.
Deutsches Haus is the
first property in the city
to receive a listing in that
category, Duvall said.

The building is
significant because it is
the oldest surviving
ethnic meeting house in
Spokane, she said. “It’s
that intangible heritage
and culture,” she said.
“This building has had a
lot of changes.”

. The original
wood-frame building with
clapboard siding was half
the size of the current
building and construction
lasted only two months,
she said.

“This building was built
very fast,” she said.

-The bu1ld1ng, designed

| by Spokane architect

Herman Preusse, had
several large spaces that
were intended for use in
athletic competitions. The
building was doubled in
size in 1900, when a large
stage and a dance floor
were added to the south
side. In 1914 a brick
veneer was added to the
exterior of the building,
Duvall said.

Another addition, a
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The Concordia Chonr performs songs in German and English on Sunday, as the
German American Society celebrated the listing of its building, Deutsches Haus, on
the Spokane Register of Historic Places. _

Deutsches Haus, 25 W. Third Ave., Spokane, has been the gathermg place for the

German American Society since 1897 The Spokane Register of Historic Places has
designated the building under Category E for properties with cultural significance.

one-story caretaker’s
apartment and heating
plant, was added to the
south side of the building
in 1936. A significant
remodel, including the
construction of a new
entrance, was completed
in 1983. The exterior of
the building was painted
white and false
half-timbering was added
to give it the distinctive
southern German look it
has today.

The historic
designation now attached
to Deutsches Haus means
the society will have to
submit plans for any
exterior changes to the
building to the city for a
design review. The
building will also be
protected from future
development.

“We can say no to the
demolition of this
building in the future,”
Duvall said. :

King has been working
hard to preserve the

and its building since she
took over as president
three years ago.

“My whole goal was to
keep this building active
and share our culture,”
she said. “I realized if I
didn’t take it over the
people who built it were
slowly passing away. They
were talking about selling
this building.”

The group was also
having financial
difficulties. King said she
reapplied for nonprofit
status, which had been
allowed to lapse, and was
able to turn thmgs
around.

“That got us out of the
red,” she said.
Membership has also
grown from 75 to 150.

“People have hope
now,” she said. “That was
my biggest thing was to
bring hope back to the
club.” :

Members pay only $50
a year to join. The society
makes its money by

German American Society renting the building,

which includes an
industrial kitchen and a
full bar, for special events
and gatherings. The club
has a history of allowing
anyone and everyone to
use the building, King
said.

“We rent to a variety of
ethnic groups,” she said.

King said she was
excited when a Bar
Mitzvah was recently
held in the building.
“That just warmed my
heart,” she said. .

Now she and the
society leadership have
set their sights on their .
next goal: attracting
younger members. King
said they’ve made an
effort to be involved in

. local events in recent

years, including Unity in
the Community.

“It’s the younger
generation we have to
bring into the fold if we

are to survive,” she said.
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